Richard Keith Krawze Sr.
January 22, 1941 - October 7, 2020

Richard Keith “Dick” Krawze Sr., age 79, of Laona, WI passed away peacefully at his
home surrounded by his family on Wednesday, October 7th, 2020. Dick was born in Laona
on January 22nd, 1941, the son of the late Chester and Ardis (Kielman) Krawze. Dick
graduated from Laona High School in 1959. On December 30th, 1961, he married Susan
“Sue” Novak at St. Leonard’s Catholic Church in Laona.
Dick’s distinguished career in the lumber industry started in 1961, in the flooring mill at
Connor Lumber and Land. In the spring of 1969, with his brother-in-law Richard Connor,
they started Pine River Lumber in Long Lake, Wisconsin. It began with an old hand-set
mill and evolved to multiple business enterprises. Pine River Lumber employed over 350
employees at its peak. Dick would contribute Pine River Lumber’s accomplishments to the
hardworking and dedicated employees. After 38 successful years, he retired from the
lumber operations, but remained involved buying, selling, and managing land.
Dick had built many lifelong friendships from his work in the forest industry. Dick never
stopped promoting and advocating for the logging and sawmill industries. He put on
uncounted miles within the region and took many trips to Washington D.C. to attend
meetings and educate politicians. He took an active role in local and national
organizations to ensure this industry thrives for future generations. Dick served as the first
President of the Lake States Lumber Association. He was on the Board of Directors for
the Forest County Hardwood Federation and a longtime member of the National
Hardwood Lumber Association.
Dick was humbled to receive recognition throughout his career, especially the Merit Award
in 2005 from the Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association. This award is given in
recognition of the outstanding service to the forest products industry in the Lake States
Region, and for special achievement in furthering the conservation, utilization,
development, and perpetuation of the northern forest and the industries therein.
When Dick wasn’t working, he was actively involved with the local community. He served

on the Laona School Board, was an inaugural member of the Padus Gun Club, and former
Trail Boss of the 100 Mile Snowmobile Club. You would find Dick the first weekend of
August every summer with a ladle in hand, preparing the meal for the annual Community
Soup as a proud member of the Laona Lions Club. He will be missed at the 100-year
celebration next summer.
Dick spent his personal time snowmobiling, making maple syrup, gardening, and as an
avid outdoorsman. He never missed a day of hunting turkey, deer, or bear alongside his
best friend, John “Bucky” Novak. He enjoyed hunting with family and friends at deer camp
throughout the years. Dick was especially fond of the bear hunting crew and knows he will
be forever missed by them. For close to four decades, Dick spent every October elk
hunting, which was his favorite sport of all. Elk season in Idaho started every year on
October 10th; it’s only suitable he’s laid to rest on his favorite day of the year.
Dick will forever be revered as a selfless man. He cared for his family, friends, and
community generously. If you needed advice or a helping hand, you could always reach
Dick on his cell phone, which would sound with his distinctive elk bugle ringtone. Over
morning coffee in town, around the campfire, or at any community event, Dick shared his
many memorable stories with those around him.
Dick and Sue raised their family next to his dad’s farm in Laona and he was happy to
come back home to the farm in his late years. Dick was proud of his children and their
many accomplishments. Some would say each one of his kids are just like him, just with
different names. As a grandfather, he was grateful to spend time with his grandkids on
vacations, at the farm, and at the lake. Many fond memories and stories were shared
throughout the years during holidays and at Sunday afternoon family meals. “Long story
short” (as Dick would say), we will miss his animated storytelling.
Dick is survived by his four children, Amy Lafferty of Cavour, Stanley (Jacqueline) Krawze
of Laona, Richard Jr. (Claire) Krawze of Laona, and Chester Krawze of Appleton; ten
grandchildren, Justin (Kari) Lafferty, Jacob Sr. (Kara), Jennifer, Catherine (Maxwell)
Wolosyn, Erica, Elizabeth, Grace, Karley, Alyssa and Nadia Mentz; four greatgrandchildren, Bryce, Liliana, Jacob Jr., and Stosh; brother Joe (Kay) Krawze, brother-inlaw Frank Mohr, sister Marilyn (Ward) Leach; sisters-in-law Mary Anne (Richard) Connor,
and Jane (Bruce) Belland, and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
Dick was preceded in death by his wife of 55 years, Susan, his parents, Chester and
Ardis, in-laws Stanley and Anne (Baltus) Novak, granddaughter Hannah, and sister Judy
Mohr.

A walk through visitation will be held on Saturday, October 10th from 10am to 1pm at St.
Leonard’s Catholic Church in Laona. A Mass of Christian Burial for immediate family and
closest friends to follow. Interment will be at the Laona Cemetery. Online condolences
may be left for the family at www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Stanley, I would like to offer my condolences to you and your entire family. I met Dick
a few times and he was always professional and a gentleman and I know he will be
missed greatly. Bob Peterson

Bob Peterson - October 26 at 09:42 PM

“

my prayers go out to the family knew him for over fourty years sad loss

david l roberts - October 20 at 01:49 PM

“

Our condolences to the Krawze family my husband Joe Lopez used work at Pine
River lumber in long lake Wi for10 years
Sincerely
Joe and Ellen Lopez

Ellen and Joe Lopez - October 15 at 07:12 PM

“

When the Lord calls our loved ones home, he leaves a gift of memories in exchange.
We pray you hold on to those memories and let them guide you during this difficult
time.
Chris and Rita Witt

rita witt - October 15 at 04:46 PM

“

My deepest and profound sympathy to the Krawze family. Dick was an integral part
of our WCC and his ideas and input was very valuable. I, as others, will miss him.
Prayers to all and may the peace of the Lord be with you.
Ronn Krueger Sr. Langlade County.

Ronn - October 12 at 02:42 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Krawze family. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Jim, Lisa and Trevor Carter

Lisa Carter - October 11 at 10:34 AM

“

Our prayers are with the Krawze family.
John and Mary Neilitz

John Neilitz - October 10 at 08:43 AM

“

Passing on my condolences to the Krawze family. Dick was a great friend and
mentor for me. RIP my friend save me a spot at the scared hunting grounds.
Kerry Romsa

kerry romsa - October 09 at 09:27 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Krawze family. So many good memories of Dick and
Susie.He will truly be missed,RIP Dick.

Mary Lane VandenHeuvel - October 09 at 04:49 PM

“

Condolences From Mern And Tammy Retzlaff lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith
Krawze Sr.

Condolences from Mern and Tammy Retzlaff - October 09 at 03:21 PM

“

“

Condolences from Merlin and Tammy Retzlaff
Condolences from Merlin Tammy Retzlaff - October 09 at 03:24 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rick Degen - October 09 at 02:12 PM

“

Heartfelt sympathy to Dick's family.. He was such a force for good in the community
and for the logging industry. He will be missed.

Jenny Henkel - October 09 at 02:07 PM

“

Sending our prayers to the Krawze family. So sorry for your loss. Vic & Karen
Matuszewski

Vic & Karen Matuszewski - October 09 at 12:07 PM

“

So sorry for the families loss. Prayers for strength.

Sheila ( Walentowski) Hauch - October 09 at 11:54 AM

“

Red & White Standing Cross With Red Rose Break was purchased for the family of
Richard Keith Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 11:51 AM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Richard Keith Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 11:28 AM

“

PCA Tomahawk Mill purchased the Floor Plant for Sympathy for the family of Richard
Keith Krawze Sr..

PCA Tomahawk Mill - October 09 at 11:11 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Richard Keith
Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 10:42 AM

“

He was such a dear friend to my Grandpa. Thoughts and prayers to all his family and
friends.

Carothers Family - October 09 at 10:38 AM

“

Our sympathy to you all. He was a very community minded person and also
supporter of our logging industry. Loved visiting with him. Now he’s with the love of
his life.

Ken and Sheryl - October 09 at 09:29 AM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Richard Keith Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 09:16 AM

“

Yellow & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Keith
Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 08:35 AM

“

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Richard Keith
Krawze Sr..

October 09 at 02:26 AM

“

Robin Bytell lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Robin Bytell - October 08 at 11:56 PM

“

My condolences and prayers go out to everyone. Dick was one of the nicest most
Generous person that I knew. He will be sadly missed. Robin Bytell

Robin Bytell - October 08 at 11:55 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. He was such a wonderful man. Thoughts and prayers for
you all.

Leslie Howen - October 08 at 11:44 PM

“

Dick was always a stand up guy who did so much for his community. He and Susie
raised some really great kids and he can be so proud of the fine adults that they
have become. So sorry for your loss Krawze family.

Chris Geske - October 08 at 11:28 PM

“

So Sorry for your loss. Thoughts and Prayers to the family.

Katie Collins - October 08 at 10:53 PM

“

Don Lewis lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Don Lewis - October 08 at 10:50 PM

“

Jim&Kay Arrowood lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Jim&Kay Arrowood - October 08 at 10:49 PM

“

I did not personally know this man but his son Rick and daughter in law Claire are
some of the greatest people I know and I’m assuming he had a great influence on
them. I’m extremely sorry for your loss

penny belland - October 08 at 10:22 PM

“

Karen Patt DeJardin lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Karen Patt DeJardin - October 08 at 10:21 PM

“

“

Truly a loss to the community. God Bless the family at this time
Karen - October 08 at 10:23 PM

My sympathies to the Krawze Family. Every time I hear an elk bugle, I will think of
him. He did love going out west to hunt the almighty elk. He loved the outdoors, will
miss you Dick. God please wrap your arms around this family during this difficult
time. God Bless

Mike & Samantha Johnvin - October 08 at 10:05 PM

“

Steve & Melissa Mihalko lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Steve & Melissa Mihalko - October 08 at 08:53 PM

“

My grandpa’s senior picture. He was a handsome man.

Jenna Krawze - October 08 at 08:05 PM

“

“

Sure was. A good man too.
Chris Geske - October 09 at 11:38 AM

Chris Miller lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Chris Miller - October 08 at 06:33 PM

“

Pete & Nancy Dutton lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Pete & Nancy Dutton - October 08 at 04:49 PM

“

Brenda Lincoln lit a candle in memory of Richard Keith Krawze Sr.

Brenda Lincoln - October 08 at 04:14 PM

