Nancy Volk
January 28, 1946 - December 19, 2017

Adeline Nancy Volk, 71, of Wabeno, WI went to the Lord on Tuesday, December 19, 2017
at her home with her family by her side. Nancy was born January 28, 1946 in Laona, the
daughter of Harter and Marcella (Champeau) Enders. She was united in marriage to Jan
Volk on August 2, 1969 at St. Ambrose Catholic Church. Nancy attended St. Norbert
College in De Pere where she received her Bachelors Degree in English. After college,
Nancy went on to become a teacher for the Wabeno School District until her retirement in
2003.
Nancy had a tremendous professional impact on the community of Wabeno and its
students during her 35 years as an educator. As an English teacher, students learned to
"fear the red pen" and her firm but fair critiques of their efforts in writing. Always a stickler
for proper grammar, Nancy could leave a student feeling frustrated by her demands for
excellence while, at the same time, knowing they had a compassionate, unwavering
advocate in their corner. Nancy knew that all of those red marks would result in students
prepared to meet the demands that college would bring. Nancy also opened the eyes of
several generations of WHS students to the classics of American literature such as "Of
Mice and Men", "To Kill a Mockingbird", and "Grapes of Wrath". The third aspect of
Nancy's passion for teaching English was speech and communication. She spent
numerous summers and long nights after school making the 100 mile trek to Stevens
Point to earn her Masters Degree in Communication. She mentored hundreds of students
as the Wabeno High School forensics coach, many who remember the trips to the state
competition in Madison where they were able to get to know Mrs. Volk in a more relaxed,
laid back setting.
Nancy's most lasting professional impact, and her greatest passion, is likely the
development and nurturing of the Wabeno drama program. As director of the annual
Wabeno High School musical, Mrs. Volk treated the community to classics like "Bye, Bye
Birdie", "Guys and Dolls", "Finian's Rainbow", and "Damn Yankees". Nancy brought the
arts and drama to the wider community by helping found her "baby", the Wabeno Area
Players. During her last years, the Players brought Nancy so much joy, even though her
illness prevented her from participating at the level she desired. Her impact will continue to
be felt as the Wabeno Area Players will be sponsoring an annual scholarship in Nancy's

memory.
Nancy's impact in the community could also be felt in her participation at St. Ambrose
Church and with the Wabeno Lions Club. Nancy was a fixture for many years as a lector
at St. Ambrose, and spent many years developing and organizing the church's lay minister
schedule. She became close to many of the priests at St. Ambrose, including Father
Philip, Father Dave, and Father Jason, all of whom provided amazing spiritual guidance in
her final days. Father Jerry was a regular guest at Nancy and Jan's for Christmas Eve
dinner for many years. As a member of the Lions Club, Nancy volunteered her time to
many causes and served the club in a variety of capacities.
Nancy's greatest love of her life was always her family. She dearly loved her brothers and
sisters and would do anything to spend time with them, including the trips to Las Vegas
and Florida that she loved so much. Her nephews and nieces were like sons and
daughters to her, and she would never miss a birthday or graduation party that involved
them or their children. Her ultimate love, of course, were her grandsons, Max and Mitch.
She loved nothing more than hugging her babies, taking them to the Tundra Lodge for a
weekend of fun, and spending time taking boat rides at the lake. Nancy loved listening to
her boys play music, and she never missed a concert, even when it required her to drive
two hours in great pain.
Nancy was preceded in death by her parents, Harter and Marcella; sister, Carole Rocole;
brothers, William; Ron; and James Enders; brother-in-law, Rocky Rocole; sister-in-law,
Penny Enders.
Nancy is survived, and will be greatly missed, by her husband, Jan Volk of 48 years; son,
Shawn (Deborah) Volk, Combined Locks, WI; grandchildren Maxwell and Mitchell Volk;
sisters, Kathy (Lamont) Mathews, Cottage Grove, WI; Mary (Don) Rothbauer, Bloomer,
WI; Susan (Larry) Wilson, Green Bay, WI; brother, Chuck( Carol) Enders, Laona, WI;
sister-in-law, Valoise Enders.
Funeral services for Nancy were held at St. Ambrose Catholic Church on Saturday,
December 23, 2017. Interment followed at St. Ambrose Catholic Cemetery. Online
condolences may be directed to the family at www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Patty McEwen lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Patty McEwen - December 25, 2017 at 08:51 AM

“

Thank you Mrs. Volk,
Especially, as a drama and theater coach, for giving us a stage on which to act, an
opportunity to experience cheers and applause we may never have heard otherwise.
Your encouragement and faith in us, as awkward high school students, helped many
to win awards and recognitions that did not end when the play was over.
Thank you for all you did. And now...its your turn...we present you with the rose
bouquet, you take your final bow...the curtains close. We rise and give you a
standing ovation.
Bravo, Mrs. Volk....Bravo!
Pat Huberty

Pat Huberty - December 23, 2017 at 01:47 PM

“

Nancy was very nice person. Very personable,Nice to talk to,well educated.We
always had fun at the dances,and reunions. I knew her for at least 50 years. She will
be truly missed.
Duane Kongshaug

Dianne Kongshaug - December 23, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

Her persistence in teaching basic grammar has kept her in my memory all these
years. She will be remembered with fondness.

Gwen Sauer - December 23, 2017 at 06:34 AM

“

Fly with the angels Nancy...you're a natural!!!

Dot Aschinger - December 22, 2017 at 08:03 PM

“

Nancy was a great teacher and role model. I will always remember her teaching the
standards like “To Kill a Mockingbird” and “Billy Budd” but then rewarding the class
with “The Princess Bride” which was a mega hit with her students. As an English
teacher she recognized the importance of teaching a love of reading whatever genre
it might take to grab your attention. Nancy made a big contribution. I will always be
grateful

melissa holman gulyes - December 22, 2017 at 07:01 PM

“

In high school, Nancy Volk once handed me a copy of a college reading list and suggested
I might like to try some titles from it. We read a few in class. I read a few more in college
and on my own. Then the list got buried in the boxes of my adult life and I didn’t find it until
2010. When I pulled it from the dusty stack and blew it free of 20-plus years of neglect, I
found a new challenge laid out in a list of undiscovered titles. The better part of 100 books
that my insightful English teacher knew I would want to read one day, later if not sooner.
She saw my innate love of books and made a small investment then that paid big, wordinfused rewards years down the road. I am forever grateful to Nancy Volk for her English
instruction that saw me through so many college papers, years of creating original
Christmas programs and a revived interest in classic literature that will last a lifetime. Oh,
and thank you for working so hard to help our small school turn out great drama
performances! Some of my greatest memories from school were on that stage!
Marijke Elrod Carson - December 28, 2017 at 08:02 PM

“

Nancy was drama teacher when I first arrived here 30 years ago. She asked me to
play an adult part in a drug/alcohol prevention skit. We took this performance around
to several area high schools. I also was accompanist for "Hello, Dolly" the
Wabeno/Laona school musical in 1989 and saw firsthand her skill teaching and
equipping youth. She was a great talent and very much loved. Scott Wycherley,
Director of Music, St. John, Townsend

Scott Wycherley - December 22, 2017 at 04:32 PM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Nancy Volk.

December 22, 2017 at 03:56 PM

“

My teacher, my mentor, my friend, my role model, my hero.
Nick Lowery

Nick J. Lowery - December 22, 2017 at 11:43 AM

“

Nancy Volk was an impact teacher. She had a positive affect on so many young
lives. She was everyone's..."the one teacher who effected my life the most."
I suspect that many young people sat in her class and secretly said to themselves, "I
want to be just like Mrs. Volk."
When the curtain runs down on a person's life, success could be based on the
number of lives you influenced in a positive way. Based on that criteria alone, Nancy
Volk's life was a roaring success.
Mike Hall

Michael D. Hall - December 22, 2017 at 07:48 AM

“

My condolences to Jan and all of those who loved and will always love Nancy. Nancy
taught two of my children and is now in the company of one of them. May you rest
and sleep in heavenly peace, Nancy, knowing you fought a difficult battle and are
loved and admired by so many. We love you!

Lori Brooks - December 22, 2017 at 12:42 AM

“

A sad day for many here on earth but free of pain and suffering in the loving arms of
our Heavenly Father!

Bob Huberty - December 21, 2017 at 08:31 PM

“

Growing up as a child we were neighbors and all of us neighborhood kids would play
some kind of ball in the field between their house and Kjosa's we use to use the
corner of their garage as our first base. I use to think how cool it was that I had the
same name as she did Nancy. Nancy you will be missed by many. Our thoughts and
prayers are with your family as they go through this dad time. Hold on to the
memories you each have of her and share them with each other it does help.

Nancy St.Peter - December 21, 2017 at 06:24 PM

“

Nancy St.Peter lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Nancy St.Peter - December 21, 2017 at 06:17 PM

“

Eternal Paradise was purchased for the family of Nancy Volk.

Angie Huettl - December 21, 2017 at 04:35 PM

“

Bobbie Retzlaff lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Bobbie Retzlaff - December 21, 2017 at 04:13 PM

“

Racquel Shampo-Giese lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Racquel Shampo-Giese - December 21, 2017 at 04:12 PM

“

We were behind you in school and saw the leadership you showed WAY BACK then.
Even then you had a firm deliberate way about you. You were a leader and a giver.
Wabeno was blessed to have you come back and continue to make Wabeno and the
people who lived here a better place through your teaching and activities around
town. You were one of the few prophets recognized and appreciated in your own
town. Enjoy heaven. The pain is over.

Howie and Sue Neider - December 21, 2017 at 09:06 AM

“

John Dennee lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

John Dennee - December 21, 2017 at 08:10 AM

“

Mrs. Volk, I can never thank you enough for everything you have done; you were the
first one to pick me up out of darkness and put me on the path to healing, hope,
happiness, and life. You were one of the strongest women I know and the definition
of resilience, non-judgement, giving, and love. And I don’t care, people still fear your
red pen (I know I should never start a sentence with And)! Love you always, your
little bamboo

Angie Huettl - December 20, 2017 at 09:40 PM

“

Peter Liptack lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Peter Liptack - December 20, 2017 at 08:41 PM

“

It was a pleasure to get to know Nancy under difficult circumstances for her. She was
just a lovely person. And what a outstanding caregiver in Jan. So sorry for your great
loss. Vicki Lemerande

Vicki Lemerande - December 20, 2017 at 08:26 PM

“

Kris Jarvais Mason lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Kris Jarvais Mason - December 20, 2017 at 04:30 PM

“

Such a wonderful person and teacher. Prayers and condolences to the book family.
God bless.

Barb (Parenteau) Harx - December 20, 2017 at 04:22 PM

“

“

The Volk family
Barb (Parenteau) Harz - December 20, 2017 at 04:23 PM

I have very fond memories of my English classes with Mrs Volk. Thanks for directing
our plays and being a great teacher.

Lori Harris - December 20, 2017 at 04:08 PM

“

My sympathies to the Volk Family. Rest peacefully Nancy, fly with the angels. Sure
will miss her. :(

Samantha Johnvin {Henkel} - December 20, 2017 at 02:21 PM

“

Missy Bartlein lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Missy Bartlein - December 20, 2017 at 12:21 PM

“

Mike And Nancy Houle lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Mike and Nancy Houle - December 20, 2017 at 12:09 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. She was one of the best teachers I had and such a wonderful
person. Prayers to all.

beverly opsahl genskow - December 20, 2017 at 11:15 AM

“

Erin Rachael lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Erin Rachael - December 20, 2017 at 10:04 AM

“

“

Godspeed to Mrs. Volk! Love, Dave & Erin Seeber
Erin - December 20, 2017 at 10:05 AM

Brenda Fryar lit a candle in memory of Nancy Volk

Brenda Fryar - December 20, 2017 at 09:47 AM

“
“

So sorry for your loss.
Brenda Fryar - December 20, 2017 at 09:48 AM

Nancy was my roommate in her senior/my junior year of college. We were "proctors" for a
floor in the freshman girls' dorm. I felt she was a wonderful friend and a down-to-earth good
person, destined to become a terrific teacher. We had some very funny stories based on
our "wards"! She got to be a friend of my now-husband at that time, also, and we both
thought (and still think) the world of her. She will be sorely missed, but not thought of
without a smile in spite of tears. Well done, dear friend! Sue and Steve Frozena
Sue and Steve Frozena - December 27, 2017 at 05:20 PM

“

A true friend and didn’t we have fun in frog Town! Everybody knows you are flying with the
angels
Ken tallier
ken tallier - April 07 at 02:52 PM

