Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister
October 4, 1938 - March 10, 2015

Vernon L. Hollister, age 76, of Armstrong Creek, passed away March 10, 2015 at Sacred
Heart Hospital in Eau Claire, following a battle with cancer.
Vernon was born on October 4, 1938 in the Township of Dallas, WI to Vern W. and
Frances Lucille (Candler) Hollister.
Vern attended Concord Grade School, Barron High School, and then matriculated to
Superior State University. While attending college, he was active in speech and drama
and was editor of the school newspaper his junior year. At this time Vern was also a
member of Alpha Psi Omega, Wesley, Iota Delta Chi, College Players, Gitchee Gumee,
and won the journalism award. He received a degree in Education with a major in English.
Vern taught at Weyerhauser from 1960 to 1962. He then taught at Goodman-Armstrong
Creek from 1962 to 1968. From there, Vern went to the Robbinsdale District in
Robbinsdale, MN. Throughout his career he coached speech and drama and was the
schools yearbook and newspaper advisor. At Robbinsdale, he won awards for Advisor of
the Year and National Yearbook of the Year. Vern loved the theater and writing, he infused
that love into the many young people he had taught.
When Vern “retired,” he moved back to Armstrong Creek where he still had many friends.
He began writing sports and other features for the Forest Republican. His favorite was the
photography. Vern always had a camera on his shoulder and notebook in his hand.
Vern is survived by;
Sisters; Nancy Gotham, Sandra Fitzsimmons, Barbara (John) Heugly, and Susanne
(Steve) Hollister-Salisbury.
Brothers; Frank Hollister, William (Regine) Hollister, and Clifton (Jane) Hollister.
Vern is also survived by many nieces, nephews, and friends.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Vern and Frances, infant niece, Cheryl, and
brother-in-law, James Gotham.
Some say it’s too bad he had no children of his own, but we say that Vern helped raise
thousands.
There will be a memorial service held on April 18, 2015 at the Armstrong Creek
Community Center from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Any memorials should go to the Cooper
High School Scholarship fund or to your local school. SUPPORT EDUCATION!

Online condolences at www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Memorial Service11:00AM - 03:00PM
Armstrong Creek Community Center
Armstrong Creek, WI, US

Comments

“

He taught me to love Journalism and taught me about the integrity of the press. For
that I will always be in his debt.

Dylan Seifert - May 12, 2015 at 07:22 PM

“

Vern truly made the world a better place.

Bruce Beidelman - April 17, 2015 at 06:19 AM

“

Vern was extremely committed to his work. He truly loved what he did. He did such a
fantastic job of covering all the sporting events in the Northern Lakes Conference
that his skill and professionalism will be nearly impossible to replace. Thank you Vern
for all you have done for the small communities in this area and beyond. You will truly
missed, God bless you and rest in peace....
Tom Dehart

Tom Dehart - March 20, 2015 at 11:58 AM

“

I was a fan of Vern long before I ever met the man. Years ago, he authored a column
in the local paper titled Vern's Version. His quick wit and keen observation kept me
tuned in each week. His ability to spin a tale simply had to be shared, so I decided to
contact him to ask his permission to use some of his stories in our high school
Forensics group. He couldn't have been more gracious and granted us full use of his
stories.
You could be sure that whenever you'd chance running in to Vern, he'd have a
camera around his neck and a pen and notepad in his hand. His flare for writing and
covering local events will surely be missed. Thanks,Vern, for all the scrapbooks that
your stories have helped create.

Colette Nelson - March 19, 2015 at 09:32 PM

“

53 or 54 years ago the Millan family (our family) met Vern. My parents Iggy and Josie
Millan along with Charlotte and Walter Wall frequently visited the local bar Stan and
Micci's, with Vern. It was through many visits and parties that they became friends,
even though we were young in age, we still remembered who Vern was. One day
Vern returned to the Armstrong Creek and Goodman area. He had taken many
pictures of our family, our children, attended family reunions, photographed The
Polish Heritage Days, photographed graduations and many sporting events that our
families were involved in. He was a part of our family and a part of our lives. It is sad
that he no longer will be with us. He not only was a great friend, but a huge part of
our community. We will greatly miss him and his involvement he had with all of us.
Our hearts are sad but we know Vern is in heaven taking pictures and enjoying
eternal life..Prayers of strength, peace and healing for the Hollister family...Joanie
McLain

Joan McLain - March 19, 2015 at 05:33 PM

“

I got to know Vern while I was Laona's Varsity football coach in the early 2000's. He
would ask questions after the game and always try to get the scoop on the next
opponent. Of course I wouldn't say anything or just follow the playbook and say we
were going to try to score more than them. Finally the last year I had told Vern I was
going to stop coaching, Vern was taken back by it and visually saddened. He
complimented me on a job well done and I was proud. Made me feel real good about
what i had accomplished with the boys.
He asked me again about an upcoming opponent and I finally gave in. I told him, we
were going to make them one dimensional, stop the run and make them pass.
Then the boys would pin there ears back and rush the QB. Vern, smiled and nodded
his head.
Well, fortunately, Vern didn't print any of it, thankfully.Then the game came and it
worked. When the clock ticked down, we had won the conference and Vern was the
first one over to me to congratulate our team. Again, I was proud.
Later, Vern asked if he could ride along in my guide boat and do a few articles on
Musky fishing. He came along, had a great time, and of course wrote excellent
articles on the subject. I got to know him a little better while he was in the boat with
us. He was a huge lover of the outdoors and mother nature. He also was a huge
supporter of teachers and education.I did not know he was a retired teacher. He told
us lots of stories. He also took an astounding picture of a loon while we were out
fishing. I have that on my website and get compliments on it all the time. It was so
good , you think your out on the lake with the loon!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Then a few years back , my wife called about an idea my daughter had to run a
haunted yard and get food for the food pantry. She called Vern and he came over
and covered it, and of course ,covered it well. My daughters were very pleased about
this and it meant a lot to me.
Vern you will be missed very much.
Saddened by your passing.
Dan Lazzeroni
Dannyboys Guide Service
Laona, WI

Dan Lazzeroni - March 18, 2015 at 01:45 PM

“

I know Vern from covering sporting events to attending surprise birthday parties to
anniversaries to everything in between. In the sport spotlight, Vern made every effort
to attend all of the local events, sometimes even two a night. If he could not attend,
he would call the next day or ask that you call him to give him an article so our
students had proper media coverage. I know of no one else that covered our
students in Forest and Marinette Counties as Vern did. He will truly be missed by all
of our communities, districts, towns, coaches and event coordinators. God Bless
Vern, and rest in peace.
Bill Taylor

Bill Taylor - March 18, 2015 at 01:29 PM

“

I first met Vern as I was filling the position of high school annual photographer. I was
never getting good photos. What I ended up doing was watching Vern, as he always
got a great shot. Without his knowing it, I walked his walk, learned his steps and
became a fairly good sports photographer. Thanks Vern!

Mark Mackowski - March 18, 2015 at 12:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Steve Benaszeski - March 18, 2015 at 10:59 AM

“

I first met Vern when I was the football coach at Crandon. He approached me about
writing articles for the paper. I couldn't have been happier. It became apparent
quickly (Vern's first article!) that I was a better coach than a writer, so I really
appreciated his ability to put into words what had transpired in the game. Vern also
knew what "off the record" meant and became a true friend of Crandon football.

Larry Palubicki - March 18, 2015 at 10:44 AM

“

He was my creative writing teacher at Cooper in 1996. A couple things I remember of
him is he had us keep a journal said he wanted us to be ourselves, he didn't care if
your writing was controversial because it was real this helped me with writing lyrics
for songs I wrote one in my journal he showed me the format in more detail I write my
lyric songs the way he showed me. Mr.Hollister I know in spirit you are reading my
lyrics and seeing my videos in the making sorry I didn't join the AV club you had

Robyne Larson - March 17, 2015 at 10:07 PM

“

Vern was my daughter, Christine's, homeroom teacher. He was very proud of Chris
as a student and as part of his journalism group. When Chris died, he was very kind
to me. I miss him.

Janice Phelan - March 17, 2015 at 02:50 PM

“

I am saddened to hear about Mr. Holister. He was the advisor to the Cooper Senior
High School Yearbook staff in 1979-1981 while I was there. He was truly a mentor
and a great teacher. I was just thinking of him tonight and looked him up on the
Internet and discovered he just recently passed away. My sympathies to his family.

Lisa Carpenter Pertile - March 16, 2015 at 09:33 PM

“

Vern was my mentor and my pal. He was my journalism teacher in '87 and '88 and
he influenced me and my life and my personality almost more than my own folks.
Miss him terribly.

Jon Hunt - March 16, 2015 at 10:05 AM

“

I moved to Cooper my senior year from Montana. Mr Hollister was my Creative
Writing teacher. I still keep a writing journal to this day. I always enjoyed his stories.

Amy Brunot Shaffer - March 15, 2015 at 09:54 PM

“

He was the mentor who got me interested in newspaper journalism. I am only doing
what I do today because of his early guidance.

Kevin O'Brien - March 15, 2015 at 09:53 PM

“

Vern will truly be missed by the Goodman/Armstrong Creek communities. He was
always "Johnny on the Spot" whenever there was an event to be covered, no matter
how large or small. He was a supurb writer and photographer. When Goodman had
their centennial in 2008, he wrote and directed a play depicting the history of
Goodman. It was shown in the high school gym for two performances, with a full
house both times. It was an event we will never forget. We are fortunate to have
known Vern and are very sad to hear of his passing. He will be missed!
Joan & Terry Flannery, Goodman, WI

Joan & Terry Flannery - March 14, 2015 at 04:45 PM

“

Vern was one of the first people I met when I came to Forest County and he was
always a true friend and ally over all the years we knew each other. I will miss my
friend.

Melissa Monte - March 13, 2015 at 08:56 PM

“

Deb Sivertsen lit a candle in memory of Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister

Deb Sivertsen - March 13, 2015 at 05:10 PM

“

Dear Vern, the candle that I light today is the color of the way that I feel. Know that you will
be truly missed and thought of often. I will really miss your visits, our talks and your
friendhship. May you rest in peace my dear friend. Lord this man deserves the royal
treatment. AMEN
Deb Sivertsen - March 13, 2015 at 05:15 PM

“

Vern Hollister was a truly lovely and delightful person. He was my English teacher in High
School and we created many memories over the years. I had the good fortune to spend
time with him early last year, to catch up. Classy guy with a great perspective on life. Rest
in Peace Vern! You truly were one of the good guys! Bernie Fatla, Verona, WI
Bernie Fatla - March 15, 2015 at 02:19 PM

“

Vern was one of my favorite teachers at Cooper (class of '93!). He was an inspiring teacher
and had the best IDGAF attitude that we all loved. He elected me most likely to drive a
pickup truck, I still think about that for some reason. All Hail Vern!
Rochelle - March 16, 2015 at 05:00 PM

“

During my childhood my family often had relatives come to our city from the Chetek
area to find work. Vernon was one of those who lived with us for a summer to work
and save money for college. I remember him playing baseball with us in the field next
to our house until it was too dark to see or we broke a window in the home of my
uncle, who lived next door to us. Vernon walked miles to and from work every day
and deposited his weekly check in a shoe box, choosing not to cash it until the end of
the summer. His work ethic and frugality made a great impression upon me. My
mother is 96 years of age now and Vernon faithfully wrote her often to keep her
abreast of the goings on in his life and the lives of his siblings. My mother eagerly
anticipated his letters and they brought her great joy. Vernon, you will be missed-----you touched the hearts of many people.

Wes Vermies - March 13, 2015 at 04:34 PM

“

I first met Mr. Hollister as my high school English teacher at Goodman Armstrong
High School--I still remember what a good and patient teacher he was. I also
remember that none of my classmates ever complained about him--pretty unusual for
high school teenagers!! Everyone liked him.
After college (1969), I got a job in Minneapolis and moved to the Twin Cities where
Vern was living at the time. When he found I was moving there, he invited me to stay
with him until I found a place of my own. I accepted, and a great friendship
developed--he now became "Vern" rather than "Mr. Hollister". He was a great friend,
a great person, and simply put, a nice guy. I'll miss you Vern.
My wife and I extend our deepest condolences to your family.
Tom and Annie Sinkula

Tom Sinkula - March 13, 2015 at 11:38 AM

“

The GAC Alumni is sad to hear of Vern's passing. He was a teacher at Goodman
High School and later came back to retire. The Alumni made him an Honorary
Member in 2001 and he attended the Homecoming celebrations every year that he
was able to. He will be missed my many in the Goodman-Armstrong Creek
Communities. Rest in Peace.

GAC Alumni - March 13, 2015 at 08:41 AM

“

John. &. Linda. Dennee lit a candle in memory of Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister

John. &. Linda. Dennee - March 12, 2015 at 08:58 PM

“

Brenda Lincoln lit a candle in memory of Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister

Brenda Lincoln - March 12, 2015 at 08:41 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Mr. Hollister's family. (He will always be Mr. Hollister to me!)
He was my favorite teacher in 1964-65. I loved his smile and respected his method of
teaching. Over the years we would see each other and he would always say, I'm
going to write an article about you. I would push it away. Last year,2014, I allowed
Mr. Hollister to write an article about my quilting career. What an awesome article,
beyond my imagination, was written. I will never forget his efforts and excitement for
what my accomplishments were. It was so important for him to put others first,
however, showing each of us, what an outstanding caring, loving person he was. He
spoke so highly of his family and his community, his students, always showing that
life and what we did with it was important. May Our Lord put you to work writing as
soon as possible, and you will be missed, you WILL be missed. Rest In Peace Dear
Friend.

Pat Syta - March 12, 2015 at 11:53 AM

“

As a television reporter and basketball official, it was my pleasure to see Vern often
at basketball games in Forest County. What a warm and friendly presence. Rest in
peace, Vern.

Ben Meyer - March 12, 2015 at 11:22 AM

“

Anthonyenders lit a candle in memory of Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister

anthonyenders - March 12, 2015 at 10:51 AM

“

Tracy Enders lit a candle in memory of Vernon "Vern" L. Hollister

tracy enders - March 12, 2015 at 03:58 AM

