Patricia Mae Wilson
June 10, 1929 - March 31, 2020

Patricia M. Wilson (née Hoeffs)
Patricia M. (Pat) Wilson joined her Lord and Savior on March 31, 2020, after a long
struggle with the debilitating effects of dementia. Pat was born in Laona, Wisconsin on
June 10, 1929, to John and Lillian (Gilligan) Hoeffs. On November 12, 1949, she married
the love of her life, Edgar “Bug” Wilson, and lived in Laona for the next 10 years.
In 1960, Pat and Bug (then the undersheriff) moved to Crandon to run the Forest County
Jail. Pat became the matron for female prisoners, the head cook, dishwasher, and mother
to a nine year old and new baby. When Bug was elected Sheriff, they remained at the jail
for the next four years. Even with all of these many roles, Pat managed to finish her
training at Langlade County Teachers College. As stressful and hectic as daily life in the
jail was, Pat always looked back on that time as the happiest and most fulfilling times of
their lives together.
Shortly after finishing at Langlade County Teachers College, Pat was fortunate to find a
long term substitute position with the Crandon School District. The following year she was
hired full time to teach Fourth Grade and, following in the footsteps of her mother and
sister as teachers, she taught fourth grade for the next 27 years, retiring in 1992.
John’s wife, Marilyn, said that Pat’s purpose on earth was “to care for the men in her life.”
When grandchildren arrived, that purpose expanded to include them, also. No spouse,
child or grandchild had anyone love or care for them more than Pat cared for hers and as
daughters-in-law appeared it included them also.
Other amazing qualities Pat shared with family members was her ability to listen to issues
and concerns, offer clarity and suggestions and make one feel as if a weight had been
lifted from them when the conversation ended. Her finest quality was her amazing sense
of humor. Pat enjoyed nothing more than getting together with family, friends and coworkers, telling stories, laughing...and there was never a more infectious laugh than hers.
Even in the depths of dementia, she maintained her wonderful sense of humor and her
laugh. In fact, another resident claimed Pat was her “Laugh Partner”.
In her retirement years Pat enjoyed their cottage on Lake Metonga, her friends in Crandon
and Laona and being with and watching her grandchildren grow into adulthood. She also
cared for her husband, Bug, and sister, Sal, through terminal illnesses.

Pat was preceded in death by her parents, her husband and her sister. She is survived by
two sons, John (Marilyn) of Green Bay and Jeff (Mary Jo) of Eau Claire, six grandchildren
and six great grandchildren, John (Erin) of Madison and their children, Jack and Gabe.
Briana Delgado and special friend Eric, her son Ayden. Jake (Dana) their sons Ben,
Logan and Wyatt. Melissa. Josh and special friend Jenna. Jordan and special friend Kaci.
For the past six and one-half years Pat has been a resident of Grace Woodlands in Eau
Claire. Jeff and his family have been a tremendous support for her during her time there.
A private Funeral ceremony will be held at St. Leonard’s Catholic Church in Laona with
internment in the Laona Cemetery.
Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family with the arrangements. Online
condolences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

Pat was such a lovely kind hearted lady. She brought light and love to everyone she
knew. Bug was a good friend of Max for many many years, back in the years when
things were not boring. There were some good stories of their adventures. We have
cherished memories of your mom and dad. Our sincere sympathy to you, John and
Jeff.

Max and Janet Marvin - April 08 at 05:35 PM

“

Thank you Max and Janet for your kind words. Dad loved to fish with Max, who always
knew where they were biting. John
john - April 09 at 10:53 AM

“

Mike & Jan Childers lit a candle in memory of Patricia Mae Wilson

Mike & Jan Childers - April 08 at 10:40 AM

“

“

Thank you, Mike and Jan.
john - April 08 at 04:13 PM

Tony Kulinski lit a candle in memory of Patricia Mae Wilson

Tony Kulinski - April 08 at 08:01 AM

“

Dear John and Jeff, My deepest condolences to you and your families. Your Mother, Mrs.
Wilson, was such a kind person and tremendous influence a teacher. God Bless your Mom
and Dad. All the best. Tony Kulinski

Tony Kulinski - April 08 at 08:09 AM

“

“

Thank you, Tony.
john - April 08 at 03:58 PM

Our deepest condolences to Jeff and John and family. Pat was a very special person.
I have many memories of her all the way through grade school to adult hood. She will
be sadly missed.Sorry for your loss. Tim & Polly Flannery

Tim Flannery - April 07 at 04:01 PM

“

“

Thank you, Tim and Polly, for your kind words and all you did for her. John
john - April 08 at 04:12 PM

Joi Bradley lit a candle in memory of Patricia Mae Wilson

Joi Bradley - April 07 at 02:09 PM

“

“

Thank you, Joi. John
john - April 08 at 03:59 PM

Dear John & Jeff, Very sad to hear of your'e mothers passing. Aunt Pat was a
wonderful lady. The world could use many more Aunt Pat's! God bless, Luke and
Merilynn

Merilynn Flannery - April 06 at 08:50 AM

“

Thank you, Merilynn and Luke.
john - April 06 at 05:58 PM

“

She was a wonderful lady and teacher ! I remember my sister Myrna getting a hug
every night after school cause I would have to wait for her ! But it’s great memories ,
her and Myrna can share hugs in heaven ! God Bless

Candace Wilson and Darrell Wilson - April 05 at 04:03 PM

“

“

Thank you. Candace and Darrell.
john - April 06 at 05:58 PM

Carolyn (Bocek) See lit a candle in memory of Patricia Mae Wilson

Carolyn (Bocek) See - April 05 at 03:43 PM

“

“

Thank you, Carolyn.
john - April 06 at 05:58 PM

Linda & Mike Duff lit a candle in memory of Patricia Mae Wilson

Linda & Mike Duff - April 05 at 03:25 PM

“

“

Thank you, Linda And Mike.
john - April 06 at 05:57 PM

Dear John and Jeff, My deepest condolences to all of you and your families. Pat &
Bug were always a treat to be around. I will always cherish the wonderful
conversations we had from elementary school all the way up into the later years. Pat
was a wonderful person and a wonderful friend. Best thoughts to both of you...

Ron Lewis - April 04 at 07:21 PM

“

“

Thank you, Ron. Your family was always a great comfort to our family.
john - April 05 at 07:04 PM

Mrs. Wilson was my 4th grade teacher. It was my favorite and the most memorable
year of school. She made learning fun and truly cared about her students. Very sorry
to hear about her passing and my condolences to her family. She touched many lives
in a positive way. May you rest in peace Mrs. Wilson and thank you so much.

Thomas Barker - April 04 at 02:44 PM

“

Thomas, thank you for your kind words. My Mother got a great deal of satisfaction from her
teaching. I’m glad you did, also. John
john wilson - April 04 at 02:57 PM

“

Dear John, Jeff and family: I just now saw that your Mom passed away. Although I
am sad about her passing, we all know that she is at peace and has been reunited
with so many of those she loved who went before her. I always loved your Mom (&
Dad) and have so many happy memories of times spent with them (I could tell a few
stories). They both were true family friends. I will keep you in my thoughts and
prayers. Donna Pfeifer

Donna Kay Pfeifer - April 04 at 12:45 PM

“

Thank you, Donna. You and Glen were very kind to my Mom and Dad. Mom loved getting
your cards and flowers. Our dads were great friends for years and I remember helping your
Dad build the steps and sidewalk to our new house in the summer of 1965. Jeff and I will
be forever grateful for your kindness and friendship. John
john wilson - April 04 at 01:32 PM

“

John Jeff and family
So sorry to read about your mom. She was a great lady and mom.
Prayers and thoughts
Denver Kalkofen - April 05 at 04:42 PM

“

Pat was my Godmother. Her and husband lived across the street from us in Laona.
May she rest in peace. Steve Godin

Steve Godin - April 03 at 12:44 PM

“

Steve, thank you for your kind thoughts. I remember our mothers coming to each other’s
homes to visit and I remember our days in school together and the birthday parties. I hope
all is well with you. Stay healthy. John
john wilson - April 04 at 01:35 PM

“

Pat was a relative of my husband Ted Ludeman. His mother was the former Ellen
Gilligan. I remember her hearty laugh and humorous personality. Pat's husband,
"Bug" Wilson and his brother Herb Wilson's band played at my husband Ted and my
wedding on Nov. 9, 1957. Good memories. May the good Lord grant you closure on
the good memories. Barbara Ludeman

Barbara Ludeman - April 02 at 10:46 AM

“

Thank you Barb. Mom was very fond of Les and Ellen and the boys. I remember your
wedding at the Catholic Church in Wabeno. John
john wilson - April 03 at 08:40 AM

“

I worked with Pat for many years and always enjoyed the time I spent with her. She
was a very dedicated teacher who made learning fun. But the thing I remember the
most about Pat was the beautiful smile she got was when she was talking about her
family her love for them was very evident. I am relieved for her that her troubles are
over. Sending prayers and thoughts to the family.
Andee Eastman

andrea eastman - April 02 at 09:21 AM

