Michael Allan Gruett
November 4, 1951 - September 5, 2020

Michael Allan Gruett unexpectedly passed away on September 5th, 2020. Mike was born
on November 4th, 1951, in Milwaukee, WI, to Donald and Hazel (Lango) Gruett.
Mike spent 49 wonderful years married to his wife, Allegra (Marshall) Gruett. Together,
they made cherished memories traveling and living in many different states and countries.
He loved his community, his church, the military, and work, but most of all, he loved his
family.
He is preceded in death by his parents; his in-laws, Joyce and Francis Marshall; and his
brother, Don. He shall be missed dearly by his wife; his children, Jason (Molly Belland)
and Alyssa (Pete Mansfield), his grandchildren (Augusta, Camilla, Spencer, Madison, and
William); his sisters, Jacquie (David) Brittig of Racine, Donna (Dan) Steffen of Greenfield,
WI; his sister-in-law Alice (and best buddy, Roland Lundin); his brother-in-law Nelson
(Charlotte) Marshall; and his brother-in-law Dale (Edith – deceased) Dzubay; and his
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.
After serving nine years active in the Army, Mike chose to move back to Northern
Wisconsin in 1979 and loved the sense of community Forest County provided. He retired
from the Wisconsin National Guard in 2001, as a Combat Engineer and joined the US
Army Ready Reserves. He retired as a Colonel after 34 years of service. He was a
veteran of the Vietnam and Iraq Wars and commanded and performed major staff
assignments at Company, Battalion and Brigade levels. He was a lifetime member of
AMVETS and the American Legion. Mike’s education included earning a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University Wisconsin, Wisconsin Military Academy, United States Army
Engineer School, United States Army Command and General Staff College, and War
College.
He cared deeply for others and was dedicated to promoting growth and tourism in Forest
County. He spent 34 years working and later owning Forest TV & Appliance. He also
spent 23 years as the owner of A & M Services. Mike served as the President of the
Forest County Chamber of Commerce and the President of the Forest County Tourism
Commission. He was also a past Master of the Crandon Masonic Lodge.
Mike, also known as “Poppa,” will be remembered as someone who always supported his
family and friends, spoke his mind, and was always willing to help others. He loved

spending time talking with his loved ones around a campfire at his home on Lake Lucerne
(after 30 minutes of chores, of course), and spending time with his grandchildren, reading,
boating, and gardening.
In lieu of flowers, charitable contributions may be made to St. Luke’s United Methodist
Church, the Forest County Chamber of Commerce, Crandon Area Rescue Squad or our
local AMVETS, in his honor. The family will have a private graveside service at the
Argonne Cemetery. A Celebration of Life will be planned for a later date, once it is safe for
all of us to be together again.
Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family with the arrangements. Online
condolences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

Cemetery
Argonne Town Cemetery
Argonne, WI, 54511

Comments

“

Thank You family and friends for all the kind thoughts and prayers for our family and
Michael. We are truly grateful !!
Sincerely,
Allegra J Gruett

allegra j Gruett - October 02, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of your loss Jason and Allegra. Mike was a great guy and will
be missed by many. I know the Packers will have a great season because he'll be
pulling some strings. My prayers are with you. Hugs, Stephanie Kelnhofer

Stephanie Kelnhofer - September 19, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of this sad news. My thoughts are with your family.

Kris Otto - September 16, 2020 at 01:39 AM

“

Dennis And Dorothy Kegley lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Dennis and Dorothy Kegley - September 15, 2020 at 07:33 AM

“

I was so saddened at learning of Mike's passing. I worked with him for a few years
with the Forest CO. Economic Development Partnership. He was always striving to
support Forest Co and Tourism against the odds really. I appreciated his enthusiasm
and dedication. He was an accomplished person as well. My condolences to his
family.
Mary Beck

Mary Beck - September 14, 2020 at 12:36 PM

“

Janie, I am so sorry to hear about Mike's sudden passing. I'll be praying for you and
your family.

Ann Koziol - September 14, 2020 at 08:38 AM

“

Mike is going to be missed by so many. His love for his family, community and God
was evident in all he did. We were on many Chruch and Chamber committees
together for many years. We butted heads a few times, but always respected each
other and always worked towards the goal of what was best for the community or
Church. Hope you and Mel got a chance to sit and mull over the past year. Rest in
peace my friend.

Leslie - September 11, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

My heart hurts for all members of your family. He was certainly a man worthy of
happy memories. He had such great enthusiasm for life. I will be thinking and praying
for all of you. Judy Lundin

Judith Lundin - September 11, 2020 at 02:29 PM

“

Always a smile from Mike! We are going to miss his golf cart visits. He would share
news and updates on his cherished family. So sad to see him go.

val blazich - September 10, 2020 at 09:23 AM

“

Mike was a great guy, a real blessing for all of us at St. Luke’s!

Sylvia/David Patzlaff - September 09, 2020 at 03:08 PM

“

To the family of Mike Gruett , I would like to say how he changed my live by knowing
him. He was a true friend and mentor not only to me but to all who knew him. I had
the pleasure to meet him in the 70s and spent from1980 to 2000 in Wisconsin
National Guard. As a friend I will truly miss him, as a military man I stand and salute
him , he was one of greatest officers I ever met !

Sincerely , 1 SGT Jeff Winkler
Jeffrey Winkler - September 09, 2020 at 01:15 AM

“

Rocky Ison lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

rocky ison - September 08, 2020 at 10:22 PM

“

Dear Mike, You & I will continue to have our Bears vs. Packers betting rivalry and the
ice cream shake due the winner after each game. I will keep track of how many are
owed and will plan on settling our debts when we meet again in heaven. With all my
love little brother...Jacquie

DAVID BRITTIG - September 08, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

Mike will certainly be missed by our extended in-law families for his warmth and
congeniality. We all share in your loss, Janie and family. Dale Dzubay

Dale Dzubay - September 08, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

This loss is painfully felt. Mike had this great soul and a huge heart. That was
obvious in the 10+ years working with him. He will be deeply missed.
Sending Prayers,
Julie Felhofer

Julie Felhofer - September 08, 2020 at 12:19 PM

“

My heart goes out to all of you. I did not know Mike very long but he was an amazing
man. The community is sure going to miss him. He had a way of making people feel
comfortable and welcome. I know he sure made me feel that way coming into
Crandon as a new business owner. He will surely be missed. Thoughts and prayers
are with all of you during this difficult time.
EJ Kutchie

EJ Kutchie - September 08, 2020 at 11:17 AM

“

Mike is surely going to be missed. Sorry for your family's loss. Prayers to his family

Peggy Mentz - September 08, 2020 at 10:17 AM

“

I was under Colonel Gruetts command while I was in Charlie co, 724th Combat
Engineer Battalion. He always took care of his troops and the mission....because he
knew that without the soldiers, the mission could not be accomplished. Mission
Accomplished, Sir. God Bless
Steve and Pam Winchell

Steve Winchell - September 08, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

Dick And Valerie Wilson lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Dick and Valerie Wilson - September 08, 2020 at 09:01 AM

“

“

So sorry to hear of Mike's passing. Our sympathy to your family
Dick and Valerie Wilson - September 08, 2020 at 09:03 AM

My heart breaks for you, Janie, and your entire family. I have some great memories
of Mike:) I worked at the shop during his early years with Forest TV & Appliance. He
was truly a wonderful man and he will be missed. Sending my love to you all.

Karla Sommer - September 07, 2020 at 11:58 PM

“

My love to you Janie, Jason, and Alyssa and all the family. Mike will be deeply
missed and never forgotten. I’ll treasure the happy memories our families have
shared together through the years.

Diane Strong Murray - September 07, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

Pat Zimmer & Dean Schramka lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Pat Zimmer & Dean Schramka - September 07, 2020 at 07:42 PM

“
“
“

Hugs and prayers Janie and family. Heart breaking loss of a great guy.
Pat Zimmer & Dean Schramka - September 07, 2020 at 07:44 PM

Hugs and prayers Janie and family. Heart breaking loss of a great guy
Pat Zimmer & Dean Schramka - September 07, 2020 at 07:47 PM

THANKS Pat Your folks launched Mikes career and life in Crandon. I know you know a lot
about loss. This is still a shock for all of us!
Allegra - September 07, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

Mary Samz lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Mary Samz - September 07, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

Janie & family. So sorry if the sudden passing of Mike! He was a great community
leader! I enjoyed his involvement with the youth as his kids were growing up!
Especially Little league & Scouts! You are all in our thoughts & Prayers! RIP Mike!

The Samz/ Terry & Sue - September 07, 2020 at 06:25 PM

“

Greg And Carrie VanPrice lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Greg and Carrie VanPrice - September 07, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

“

So very sorry for your loss, thoughts and prayers to your family
Greg and Carrie VanPrice - September 07, 2020 at 06:13 PM

All The people at Velkommen on Washington Island W purchased the Dish Garden
with Fresh Cut Flowers for the family of Michael Allen Gruett.

All The people at Velkommen on Washington Island W - September 07, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

Sending much love at this difficult time. So sorry to hear of Mike's passing. What a
wonderful man he was and meant so much to my family! What great memories we
have!

Paula young - September 07, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

“

Sending prayers, for you and your family.
Patty - September 07, 2020 at 09:49 PM

Our love to you, Janie and family, for such a suddenly sad time. Mike had a way of
calming down people (like me) that rush off with haphazard emotions. And then a
quiet chuckle. Mike was at his finest "chairing" the Marshall Family Reunion. So
many cherished memories.
Mickey & Barbara Ganitch
Bonnie Church

Barbara Ganitch - September 07, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

Lee And Carol Djupstrom lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Lee and Carol Djupstrom - September 07, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

I knew Michael from some friends and feel he was one of the good people on this
earth, he will be missed by all!
Bob Newton

Robert Newton - September 07, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

Sincere Sympathy to Janie and all the Marshall family, Markie just called to let me
know. My condolences also to the Gruett family. Love and prayers. Rachel Goldberg

Rachel Goldberg - September 07, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

Our condolences to Janie and family. Prayers thru this difficult time. Ron and Anita
Kevilus

Anita & Ron Kevilus - September 07, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

To the Family of Mike Gruett-Words cannot tell you all how much Mike & Janie mean
to me. Mike was my boss first,then my family and my mentor over the years. So
many good times together over many years. My heart goes out to
Janie,Jason,Alyssa,Pete,grandchildren and all the family. His service to the
community
will never be forgotten. Forever rest in peace Mike. Love,Mary

Mary Holtz - September 07, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Really,Really going to miss you and our time together!
Janie would call us Pete and Repeat,
Tweedle de and Tweedle dum ,
Among other things.

Roland Lundin - September 07, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

Janie, We were stunned by this very sad news and offer our most sincere
condolences to you and the kids. Mike was a fine man who was a vital part of this
community for years and he will definitely be missed--and remembered. He worked
hard, cared a lot, was involved in so much, and was always smiling and pleasant. We
are so sorry that his journey ended too soon. Our thoughts are with your family as
you say good bye to your husband and father. God's speed to his soul--and His
comfort to yours. Becki and Tom Perry

Rebecca D Perry - September 07, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

I am both shocked and saddened to hear of Mike's passing, Jane! I will be forever
grateful to both you and Mike for helping me secure a place to live in an urgent
situation for my family. Mike was such a pillar in our community through his servitude.
He always had a smile, a hug, a friendly wave, or a warm conversation ready to give.
My thoughts gravitate to you and the kids at this time. I will be praying for strength,
comfort, and peace for you all in the days to come. Laurie Van Kauwenberg

Laurie Van Kauwenberg - September 07, 2020 at 10:09 AM

“

Mel And Dorla Donek lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Mel and Dorla Donek - September 07, 2020 at 09:23 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all during this time. He was a wonderful man
& he will be missed.

Becky Seefeldt - September 07, 2020 at 08:27 AM

“

Our thoughts are with your family during this difficult time.
Sending prayers for strength and comforting hugs.
Mike & Mary Jo Bocek

Mary Jo - September 07, 2020 at 01:03 AM

“

Sorry for your loss , prayers to family and friends ! God Bless !

Candace and Darrell Wilson - September 07, 2020 at 12:59 AM

“

Elizabeth Bula lit a candle in memory of Michael Allan Gruett

Elizabeth Bula - September 06, 2020 at 09:46 PM

“

Janie and Family..sorry to hear of your loss. Mike & I spent many years working together
for the Crandon Rescue Squad. Will keep you in my thoughts and prayers !
Elizabeth Bula - September 06, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

Janie and family, Ray and I were saddened to see of Mike's sudden passing. Our
condolences for your loss. Ray and Mike worked together in the Rhinelander Na. Guard
and he spoke so highly of Mike. Our prayers are with you in this time of sadness.
RAY SCHOLTES - September 14, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

Janie and family. We were so sad to hear about your great loss. Mike was such a
vital part of the business world of Crandon. His dedication to the community was so
significant and so appreciated. Our thoughts are with you all. Cindy and Tim Bahr

Cindy and Tim Bahr - September 06, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

Dear Janie and family, we are so sorry for your loss of Mike. We have fond memories
of our boat rides around Lake Lucerne with Captain Mike
Tom and Diane
Robertson

diane robertson - September 06, 2020 at 08:51 PM

