Marilyn L. Bobo
May 12, 1931 - February 12, 2020

Marilyn L. Bobo, aged 88, went to her heavenly home on Wednesday, February 12, 2020,
after a long illness. She was born on May 12, 1931, at Rhinelander, to Russell J. Samz
and Priscilla (Fillion) Samz. She graduated from Crandon High School, then trained to
become a legal secretary at Spencerian Business School in Milwaukee, before marrying
Jack Gibson. They had seven kids, and later divorced. She married Sam (Papa) Bobo in
1970. Because she had so many children and grandchildren, she was known as “Nanny”
and Sam was known as ”Papa.”
There were always tons of kids, grandkids, cousins, and friends at Nanny and Papa’s
house. Always. Nan and Papa would put on a huge family dinner nearly every single
Sunday, with either Papa’s famous fried chicken, a huge ham, or a roast beef and all the
trimmings, including Nan’s homemade wild raspberry pie when those were in season.
Despite the hordes, they never ran out of food. Nan loved nothing better than to have “all
my little kids” swarming around her. Birthdays were always a huge deal, and everyone
went to Christmas Eve at Nan and Papa’s, with Nan reading “The Night Before Christmas”
to all the kids, ending with the grand finale of Papa’s annual Christmas Eve chimney fire
when he put all the wrappings in the fireplace and lit them all at once. Christmas was
Nan’s favorite holiday, so much so, that it would not be unusual for you to hear Christmas
music coming out of her house in July. She shopped and made presents for everyone all
during the year. There was always something very fun (and usually very noisy) going on at
Nan’s.
But mostly, her life was full of music. No matter what she was doing, you could always
hear her humming or singing a tune to go with it. She excelled at playing the piano from
the time she was a very little girl. She played for school programs and civic doings, was
the accompanist for high school choir and music contests, in which she sang alto as well.
At noon hours at high school, she would rock the Boogie Woogie and Bumble Boogie for
her classmates to dance to in their socks in the gym. She remained close over the years
with her first cousins, Anita (Wayne) Gibbs (“Aunt Gibby”), and Georgine (Francis)
Pivonka “Gigi”, as well as with many lifelong classmates and friends. She gave many,
many hours to her church as the church organist at St. Mary’s in Argonne and was very
active in the church for many years.

Marilyn was preceded in death by a son, Jim Gibson, a daughter, Carol Susan Kelly,
grandson Jimmy Deaton, granddaughter Alyson Gibson, her husband Sam Bobo, her
parents, Russell J. Samz and Priscilla Samz, and brother Robert Samz. She is survived
by four daughters, Janet (Max) Marvin of Park Falls, Kathryn (Ted) Kalata, Karen (Jim)
Deaton, both of Argonne, and Mary (Mike Keith) Gibson, of Excelsior Minnesota, and son,
Jerry (Beth) Gibson, of Argonne. Grandchildren Max Marvin, Jr., Sam (Amy) Marvin,
Jason (Jacqueline) Marvin, Andrea (Chris) Houston, Christina Kalata, Candy Kalata, Carla
(Pekka) Ruuskannen, Ted Kalata, Jr., Mark (Erika) Deaton, Jodi (Steve) Verhey, Nikki
(Ryan) Schultz, John (Ann) Van Toll, Joe Brey, and David (Dawn) Heikkila and Rachael
(Carl) Lassi. She is further survived by nineteen great-grandchildren, and two great-great
grandchildren; sister-in-law Mary Samz; niece Lynn (Craig) Flannery, nephew Mark Samz;
also special friends Julie Deaton and Cami Deaton.
Visitation will be on Saturday, February 22, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Crandon. Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 12:30 p.m. with
Father Callistus Elue officiating. There will be a luncheon following Mass at St. Joseph’s
Parish Hall. A private interment will take place at a later date. Online condolences may be
left for the family at www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Sympathies to Jerry and Beth from the Happy Tails gals!

Renee - February 22, 2020 at 11:36 PM

“

6 files added to the album Marilyn Bobo

Cousin Chuck Golueke - February 20, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

Mary,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your families.

Stacy danko - February 18, 2020 at 09:16 AM

“

Marilyn worked for Fuzz, Jerry and myself at the real estate office for many great
years. I loved listening to her stories and the kind hearted person I came to know.
When my mother was at the Crandon Nursing home her beautiful purple room was
next door. I would stop to visit her and even though it was hard for her to hear she
always had her beautiful smile and knew who I was. Heaven truly has another angel
to watch over her family.....Peggy Houle

Peggy Houle - February 17, 2020 at 06:50 PM

“

So sorry for UR loss !!! A very nice lady for sure !!! Cherish the memories and
prayers for comfort and strength to U all !!!

Rose Gerow
Rose Gerow - February 17, 2020 at 03:42 PM

“

Joi sent a virtual gift in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Joi - February 17, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

Prayers to all the family. She was a very sweet lady

Pat Zimmer - February 17, 2020 at 03:03 PM

“

Dennis And Dorothy Kegley lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Dennis and Dorothy Kegley - February 17, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the family.

Pete and Nancy Dutton - February 17, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

49 files added to the album Marilyn Bobo

Mary Gibson - February 17, 2020 at 09:31 AM

“

Lee Diane Joyner lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Lee Diane Joyner - February 15, 2020 at 06:32 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, she was a beautiful lady.
Lee - February 15, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

I was best friends with Janet Gibson Marvin as a teenager. We wanted to go to the
Crandon Theater to watch "A Hard Day's Night " starring the Beatles. Janet and
family lived with her grandparents Russell and Priscilla Samz. Russell stipulated that
Janet needed to be chaperoned: so my mom (Jean Deaton) and Marilyn went to the
movie with us.

Kathy Deaton - February 15, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

I became friends with Marilyn during the years we worked together at the Rexall Drug
store in Crandon..She was so much fun to be around. The years must have been in
the mid 60's as I worked there while I was in high school and college. She blessed
my life with her laughter. Rest in peace my dear friend. Kathy (Wood) Cross

Kathy Cross - February 15, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Have many memories of Marilyn and how even with the use of one arm lovingly
played the organ at church. You could tell her love of music and her love of the Lord
through it. Rest in peace Marilyn.

Alois Marge Bocek - February 14, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

Marie Roberts lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Marie Roberts - February 13, 2020 at 05:34 PM

“

I was priveledged to take care of Marilyn in her home a few years ago, working for
home health. She was delightful and amazing in what she could accomplish for
herself. I enjoyed seeing her very much and looked forward to our visits. She
deserves every good wish for her eternal peace.

Vicki Lemerande - February 13, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Samantha Huml lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Samantha Huml - February 13, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

My condolences to Marilyn's family; she was such a loving joyful person. I will always
remember her beautiful smile and greeting when ever I saw her. May she rest in
peace.

Margaret Zold - February 13, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

Anita & Ron Kevilus lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Anita & Ron Kevilus - February 13, 2020 at 01:47 PM

“

Mike And Linda Duff lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Mike and Linda Duff - February 13, 2020 at 12:13 PM

“

Hugs and prayers to all of the family on the loss of your Mom.
Tina Anderson

Tina Anderson - February 13, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

I was sorry to learn of your Mom's passing. She was such a nice lady. No doubt she
is happy and at peace now and has been reunited by many of her loved ones who
went to heaven before her. My thoughts and prayers to all of you. Donna Kay Pfeifer

DONNA KAY PFEIFER - February 13, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

Ken And Sheryl Mihalko lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Ken and Sheryl Mihalko - February 13, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

Teri Hunt lit a candle in memory of Marilyn L. Bobo

Teri Hunt - February 13, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to all of Nan's family. She was a wonderful lady who will be
missed by us all.

Brooke - February 12, 2020 at 07:33 PM

