Loretta Helen Dietzler
February 7, 1930 - September 27, 2016

Loretta Helen (Ackley) Dietzler
“Gwayakiimaasinookwe”
“All the Women Standing in a Row”
Loretta, also known as “Shot” by her family, close friends and relatives was born February
7, 1930 and passed in to the Spirit world on September 27, 2016 at the age of 86,
surrounded by her devoted children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, family and
friends.
For the past few months of her life Loretta was under the care of the staff and volunteers
at Ministry Home Care Rhinelander Hospice while in residence at the Mole Lake Senior
Center apartment complex where she received wonderful care by loving CNA’s,
caregivers, her children, grand and great grand children, family and volunteers.
Loretta was the youngest of 6 children born to Albert Ackley and Helen (Pete) Ackley.
Loretta lost both of her parents at a very young age. At the age of 6 she went to live with
her Sister Mildred (Ackley) McGeshick. Mildred had two or three children at the time and
eventually had a total of 12 children. Her husband was serving in army, so times were
tough, but she didn’t think twice when she took her sister in.
Loretta was a hard worker and she began her life’s work at the age of 16 working for a
family in Chicago caring for their home and children. After she spent some time doing that
she decided to return home and at the age of 19 she married Joseph C. Van Zile, her first
husband. Joe was serving in the Army at the time they married so they moved to San
Antonio, Texas where he was stationed. She said it was hard living away from home but
soon made friends, eventually got a job as a waitress in a Chinese restaurant. Two of her
Sister’s children made their way down to Loretta and Joe, so Loretta was caring for Peter
Jr. and Mildred “Dolly” McGeshick. She said they were her kids before her own came
along. She stated they each had one to spoil. Eventually two daughters were born,
Beverly and Debra. She stated one day; at 19 I don’t know how I learned how to do all the
things I did as a wife and mother back then but I somehow took care of our home, got a
job and cared for the kids. Times were tough living on what her husband could send home
to the family, but they managed.

Loretta and Joe moved back to WI and found a place on Silver Lake in Laona. Joe worked
for Connor’s at that time and they eventually moved back to Mole Lake where five more
children were born. Loretta over the years worked in a number of different jobs such as
cleaning office buildings in Crandon, housekeeping for Glen Park Resort, seasonal worker
in Three Lakes cranberry marsh, Cook for RollingStone Lake/Wall Eye Lodge, Elderly
Cook for the Nutrition program for many years, Foster Grandparent program, also worked
at Connor’s. Plus she was a berry picker, picked wild rice, fisher women, ice fished,
gathered greens for wreaths, raised chickens, tanned hides, snared rabbits, gathered
hazel nuts, choke cherries to make jam, picked apples for pies, wild asparagus, rhubarb,
knew how to clean coots and other birds, Loretta knew so much and she shared these
with who ever wanted to learn or came along or she just had to say;” it’s time to do this”
and off you had to go. She never passed a rummage or garage sale sign and if she was
with you, you had to stop. Loretta was also known as the Texas Cook during the Great
Northern Bluegrass Festival from the late‘70’s to early 90’s here in Mole Lake. She
invented the Indian Taco and her returning customers, from each year, always told her she
should get a Paton on her tacos, but she never did. She often talked about how she
wished she had done that. Loretta could make a meal out of nothing and you always went
away full and happy. She made the best homemade bread, cinnamon rolls, pies, cakes,
cookies anything homemade for her family and friends. People would make orders so they
could have bread for holiday meals especially biscuits. She also canned her goods from
the garden each year. Back then there was no electricity or indoor plumbing, that didn’t
come until the late 1960’s.
Loretta was an avid Packer fan “Go Pack Go”; she had a great sense of humor that
brought tears to your eyes from laughter. She also had the biggest and prettiest smile
along with a distinctive snore that anyone in the family could tell you about (hope you’re
keeping everybody awake up there)…..it will be greatly MISSED!!!!!!!
She is survived by six of her seven children; Debra, Carl, Dean, Annette, Thomas L
(Elizabeth), Charles (Amanda) Van Zile, all of Mole Lake. She is further survived by one
brother, Richard D. Ackley, Crandon.
Loretta has 16 grand children; Shawn Van Zile, Mauston, WI, and Eric Amundson, Mole
Lake. Stephanie (Van Zile) Quade, Mole Lake. Herb Thorbahn, Antigo, WI. Kristen
McGeshick, Mole Lake and Casey (Stephanie) Dearhamer, Bozeman, Montana. Candice
(Cleveland) Holmes, Las Vegas, Nevada. Amanda (Glen Siegman) Van Zile, Peoria,
Arizona. Joel, Chase, Emmalee, Jaxon Van Zile, Mole Lake. Ashley (AJ) Wiza, Rosholt,
WI. August Van Zile, JaCe Van Zile, Stevens Point, WI. and Thomas Van Zile, Mole Lake.
Loretta has18 great grandchildren; Vincent, Elliott and Haley Amundson. Tyler Van ZileSmith, Isaiah, Tiffany, Carlie, Alexis, Cylee Quade and Nevaeh Kaquatosh. Addison,
Kaden, Maddy Dearhamer. Cleveland James Joseph Holmes. Dakota VanZile and Patton
Siegman. Morgan Bolchen. Thomas Telky, Antigo, WI. One great-great grandchild;

Dominic Grundman.
She was preceded in death by her first husband Joseph C. Van Zile, second husband
Sanford Fowler and last husband Alexander Dietzler, her daughter Beverly A. (Van Zile)
McGeshick, Brothers Earl (Pauline) Ackley, Fred “Fritz” (Vivian) Ackley, Sisters Mildred
(Ackley) McGeshick, and Sylvia (Charles) McGeshick. Sister-In-Law Marie Ackley.
Funeral service was at 12:00 p.m. Thursday, September 29, 2016, Mole Lake Lodge and
Conference Center, Mole Lake, WI. Loretta requested a “Celebration” of her life, so all
gathered under the celebration of social drumming, by the Swamp Creek drum, Eric
Amundson, Grandson and Drum Leader.
Spiritual Leaders: Mr. Thomas L. Van Zile and Mr. Jim Thunder.
Final Resting Place: Mole Lake Tribal Cemetery, Mole Lake, WI.
When tomorrow starts without me
And I am not here to see,
If the sun should rise and find your
Eyes filled with tears for me,
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry
The way you did today,
While thinking of the many things
We didn’t get to say.
I know how much you love me,
As much as I love you
And each time you think of me
I know you will miss me too.
But when tomorrow starts
Without me please try to understand,
That an angel came and called my name
And took me by the hand
So when tomorrow starts without me
Don’t think we’re far apart
For every time you think of me
I’m right here in your heart
“May the work I’ve done speak for me”
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Comments

“

Dorothy Kegley lit a candle in memory of Loretta Helen Dietzler

Dorothy Kegley - October 11, 2016 at 07:51 PM

“

Buzz-Sharon Quade lit a candle in memory of Loretta Helen Dietzler

Buzz-Sharon Quade - October 01, 2016 at 06:43 PM

“

Our sympathy goes to the VanZile Family. We have always appreciated the care that
you gave her, and especially the loving care in the past few years. Hugs.

Jean Evans - September 28, 2016 at 11:47 AM

“

There are no words for the loss of an amazing woman. Over the years she has been
a huge part in shaping me up to be the young Christian woman that I am today. I
remember the day she got baptized in Lake Metonga. I thank God for her and her
wonderful family. My family and I are praying.

Ashley Sheldon - September 28, 2016 at 07:02 AM

“

Teri Hunt lit a candle in memory of Loretta Helen Dietzler

Teri Hunt - September 28, 2016 at 01:04 AM

“

She will be missed by all. I loved this women. So sweet and caring to all. Prayers to
the family from the Gerow family.

Joanie Gerow - September 27, 2016 at 07:07 PM

