Eileen J. Collins
October 30, 1934 - January 5, 2018

Eileen Joyce Collins
Eileen was called home to be with the Lord January 5, 2018. She was born October 30,
1934, in Blackwell, Wis., to Frank and Evelyn (Glinski) Johnson.
She married Delroy Collins in June of 1952 in Crystal Falls, Mich. Several years later they
moved to Milwaukee where they raised their family. While there, Eileen was employed for
years as a cook at Park Manor Nursing Home, a job she loved.
In 1984, the couple moved back to Blackwell where Eileen worked for several years as a
cook at Nu Roc Nursing Home. She loved the work, the people, and the place. It’s
somewhat fitting that this is where she left the confines of this world.
After Eileen and Delroy retired, they enjoyed long walks down Bear Lake Road, fishing at
Gogebic Lake, and making homemade sausage. Weekend family picnics at the park,
cooking, and welcoming all were traditions in the Collins family.
Eileen was an excellent cook and in 2001 began an eight-year stint as Chef Eileen at the
Double Buck Café in Laona where she was especially known for her delicious homemade
soups, salads and desserts, and where she worked alongside four generations. Nothing
pleased her more than preparing good food for others and diners traveled miles to enjoy
her fare.
She also loved playing cards, putting together jigsaw puzzles, playing games on her
tablet, watching movies on the Hallmark Channel, as well as many cooking shows on the
Food Network.
Eileen was a strong woman who faced many challenges in life, but she had a steadfast
faith in God that carried her through. Her family was a constant source of pride, as
evidenced by the 116+ photos displayed in her living room. One of Eileen’s favorite
pastimes was visiting family in various cities and supporting them in activities in which
they excelled and enjoyed.
She was a loving, supportive daughter, sister, wife, mother and grandmother who brought
her own special brand of joy to the world. She will be greatly missed, but knowing that she
is at peace with the Lord gives joy to those who love her. In her final days, Eileen was
surrounded by the love of them all.
Eileen is survived by her children: James (Sue) Collins, Phoenix; Richard (Laurie) Collins,

Merrill; Michael (Winda) Collins, Laona; Deborah (Victor) Gifford, Blackwell; and Lisa
(Charles) Collins; Fox Point. She is further survived by 14 grandchildren, 27 great
grandchildren, and 3 great-great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Delroy; sisters: Geraldine Granath, Sharon
Stear, and Rita Soderbeck; granddaughter, Jennifer Collins; and great-granddaughter,
Kayleigh Collins.
A memorial service will be held Saturday, January 27, 2018, at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Wabeno: Visitation at noon, service at 1 p.m., luncheon immediately following. Online
condolences may be left for the family at
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Memorial Service01:00PM
Trinity Lutheran Church
Wabeno, WI, US, 54566
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Gathering of family and friends12:00PM - 01:00PM
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
1741 Forest Ave, Wabeno, WI, US

Comments

“

Eileen was a great lady. Had so much fun at card parties, backyard barbecues,
family picnics and weddings with all of you. We will miss her laughter & silliness (but
will still see it in you alot Debbie). Love you all. Our thoughts & prayers are with you.
Sue (not Pam, lol) & Leigh Carr

Sue (Clouse) Carr - January 27, 2018 at 12:48 PM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Eileen J.
Collins.

January 25, 2018 at 06:36 PM

“

WIth Love- Annette and Dan Kirchen purchased the Love's Embrace Roses – Purple
for the family of Eileen J. Collins.

WIth Love- Annette and Dan Kirchen - January 25, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

Pink Mixed Fireside Basket was purchased for the family of Eileen J. Collins.

January 22, 2018 at 06:05 PM

“

Richard Dostalek Family lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Richard Dostalek Family - January 22, 2018 at 05:39 PM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Eileen J.
Collins.

January 20, 2018 at 09:34 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mary Jo Callies - January 20, 2018 at 09:10 AM

“

Mrs. Collins will be missed. She was a mentor to me and she made the best scrambled
eggs and cheese!!! My deepest sympathy to her family and friends.
mary jo callies - January 20, 2018 at 09:14 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

mary jo callies - January 20, 2018 at 08:36 AM

“

Multicolor Pastel Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Eileen J.
Collins.

January 19, 2018 at 09:22 AM

“

Still had her beautifl smile. Your Mom was a really special lady. We sure had a lot of
fun times over the years with all of you that I cherish. We were just talking about her
good cooking a couple days ago. She sure made the best pies and soups! I know
you'll miss her very much, but I also know she'll be really happy to see your Dad and
all the others who have gone on ahead. Love you all. You're in my thoughts &
prayers.
Pam (Clouse) Crown

Pam Crown - January 19, 2018 at 08:56 AM

“

Multicolor Bright Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Eileen J.
Collins.

January 17, 2018 at 04:24 PM

“

Richard And Marilyn Dostalek And Family lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Richard and Marilyn Dostalek and family - January 15, 2018 at 07:03 PM

“

Lisa and family...your mother was such an amazing woman. I connected with her
quickly when Lisa had her over...she was full of laughter and fun. And her cooking
was so delicious. All good memories of have with your mom...that I will always
cherish. Thank you for sharing her with me. Love - Pat Bunge, (Patsy)

Pat Bunge - January 12, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

Emma Collins lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Emma Collins - January 08, 2018 at 10:20 PM

“

GOD Bless you all. She is a wonderful soul. That bright inviting smile. Sure love her
and she will be greatly missed.
But what a reunion it will be once we're all in our heavenly home together. Love you,
Theresa & Tommy Balistreri

Theresa Balistreri - January 08, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

I will be forever thankful to Eileen and her husband for letting me stay at their "small"
apartment in Milwaukee after I graduated high school in 1957 and went to Milwaukee
to find a job. I did not have a place to stay and was welcome at their home. Even tho
they had two small children, they made room for one of her sisters and me. I have
always regretted that I didn't have any money to pay her. Rest in Peace Eileen. I will
always remember you as a lady with a "big caring heart."

Joan (Ehlinger) Flannery - January 08, 2018 at 09:34 AM

“

Jeanie Mertens lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Jeanie Mertens - January 07, 2018 at 02:58 PM

“

“

May the angels welcome her into their Paradise with open arms Rip
June - January 08, 2018 at 08:00 PM

Katie Collins lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Katie Collins - January 07, 2018 at 11:31 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Jenny Henkel - January 07, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Love these two ladies, ( oh, and Santa too ). What fun times we had. Our little community
has lost one of it's shining stars. My sympathies to her many family members and friends.
Jenny Henkel - January 07, 2018 at 10:40 AM

“

I have to share this story of "mom" as it will put a smile on your face. When mom first
moved down to Milwaukee, she decided to try the Milwaukee County Bus Transit system.
She went to the bus stop (on the corner). In those days there were wooden benches for
folks to sit on an wait for the bus. Mom decided to take advantage of the "rest" and sat
down. When the bus finally arrived, it went right past her and never stopped. She learned
she had to be "standing" to get the bus drivers attention. Shortly after that I think Dad
bough her a car.
Lisa Collins - January 12, 2018 at 01:13 PM

“

Tammy Exferd lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Tammy Exferd - January 06, 2018 at 06:32 PM

“

Leslie Howen lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Leslie Howen - January 06, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

Tracy Enders lit a candle in memory of Eileen J. Collins

Tracy Enders - January 06, 2018 at 07:50 AM

“

“

Thoughts are with you Deb and your family. She was a wonderful lady. She will be missed
Tracy Enders - January 06, 2018 at 07:52 AM

My sympathies to the Collins Family Fly free Eileen, you are an angel! You will be
missed!

Samantha Johnvin - January 05, 2018 at 10:12 PM

