Edward Chester Krawze
January 1, 1925 - May 1, 2014

Edward Chester Krawze passed away May 1, 2014 at the NuRoc Nursing Home in Laona.
Ed was born January 1, 1925 in Blackwell WI where he spent most of his childhood. He
was the second son of Joseph and Catherine “Katie” (Mihalko) Krawze and the younger
brother to Chester “Chet” Krawze. In 1940 the family moved to Laona when Ed was a
sophomore in high school. He attended Laona High where he met his future wife
Rosemary Kaatz. During high school, Ed was active in sports. He played football but his
love was basketball. One of the highlights of his basketball career was the year the Kellys
went to state. The Kellys beat Rhinelander 24-22 to earn a trip to the state tournament in
Madison. The Kellys unfortunately lost the title game to Superior 26-22. On the Superior
team was a young man named Bud Grant who would go on to coach the Minnesota
Vikings. This story was a favorite of Ed’s to share.
Following graduation from high school in 1943 Ed joined the U.S. Marines Corps where he
served as a power supply and diesel mechanic. His time in the military gave him the
opportunity to travel the country. He spent time stationed in South Dakota, North Carolina,
Chicago, Hawaii and was in route to Japan when the United States dropped the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima on August 6. 1945. After the war officially ended Ed and his regiment
participated in the occupation of Japan.
On September 14, 1946 Ed married Rosemary Kaatz. They were married by Father Stern
in the Catholic Church rector in Laona. Ed’s brother Chet and his wife Ardis stood up for
the couple. In 1948, The Krawze’s began a new chapter in their life as they went from a
couple to family with the arrival of their first daughter, Susan. The family would grow to a
total of six daughters over the course of nineteen years with Jan, Vikki, Debbie, Lori and
Staci. Ed worked many jobs to provide for his family. His jobs included a cop, firefighter,
bartender, carpenter and of course, the 43 years he spent at Conner Forest Industries. Ed
started at the mill in 1946 at 32 cents an hour where he worked in the furniture factory. In
the 1970’s, Ed went into management. When the factory shut down in 1985, he was the
last employee and it was Ed who locked the doors.

Ed truly never retired. He supervised and participated in the building of many homes and
remodeled numerous kitchens. Anytime someone needed a helping hand, Ed was always
there to lend his. One of his favorite past times was spending time at the hunting shack
with his poker buddies and reminiscing. He was an entertaining storyteller and had a
wonderful sense of wit. He enjoyed deer hunting and ice fishing and in the summer time
you could find him outside working in his garden. His home always had visitors. Usually it
was his grandchildren who enjoyed spending time with him. Ed loved the company and
the time he spent with his grand and great-grandkids.
Ed is survived by his six daughters: Susan (Craig) Hansen, Jan (John) Gilligan, Vikki
Tinsman, Deb (Kim) Thompson,Lori (Tom)Enders, and Staci (Dale) Aschinger. He is also
survived by 12 grandchildren: Kerrie (Nate) Smithberg, Corey (Lisa) Hansen, Lisa (Jim)
Carter, Scott (Shelly) Tinsman, Eric (Carissa) Tinsman, Nathan (Hilary) Thompson, Leah
(Jon)Starich, Ashley Thompson, Ryan and Tyler Enders, and Hailey and Jordan Aschinger
as well as 13 great-grandchildren. Ed was preceded in death by his wife Rosemary
(Mutchee) Krawze September 2 2013, his parents Joe and Katie Krawze his brother Chet
Krawze and a son-in-law Frank Tinsman.
Funeral services for Ed will be held at St. Leonard’s Catholic Church in Laona on Monday,
May 5, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. Mnsgr. Paul Koszarek will officiate. Visitation will be from 10:00
until the time of service at the church. Burial will be in the town of Laona Cemetery.
Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences can be left for the family at www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Steve & Melissa Mihalko lit a candle in memory of Edward Chester Krawze

Steve & Melissa Mihalko - May 06, 2014 at 10:11 AM

“

Just heard tonite of the passing of my friend, Ed Krawze, and wished I had heard
sooner. Every visit with Ed and Rosemary left me laughing and happy, and looking
forward to the next visit. I'm sure it was that way with everyone. Even after Rose
graduated to Heaven, the visits were great, but not the same. And Frank leaving
much too early deeply affected Ed. Now Ed and Chet are telling stories, Rose is
shaking her head and rolling her eyes again, and, with Frank, they're all sharing a
cold one. We'll all miss our friend(s)!

Gregg Tallier - May 05, 2014 at 10:24 PM

“

Mary Lane Vanden Heuvel lit a candle in memory of Edward Chester Krawze

Mary Lane Vanden Heuvel - May 05, 2014 at 09:14 PM

“

I was notified of Ed's passing by my friend George Weidner. I never knew Ed but it
sounds like he was quite a guy! You have my deepest sympathy

Greg Siordia, Madison WI - May 05, 2014 at 06:33 PM

“

Will never forget the time I lost my keys down the register while at your house. Never
did find them. So sorry for your loss. It has been a sad year for your family. Will keep
all of you in my thoughts and prayers. Keep close to your family. Hugs to all of you .
Shirley and Denny Penasa.

shirley Penasa - May 04, 2014 at 09:45 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers are with Jan & all the Krawze girls Diane-Mihalko Aspinwall

Diane Mihalko Aspinwall - May 04, 2014 at 01:21 PM

“

Suzanne And Dick Hupf lit a candle in memory of Edward Chester Krawze

Suzanne and Dick Hupf - May 03, 2014 at 10:26 PM

“

Beth Aschenbrenner lit a candle in memory of Edward Chester Krawze

Beth Aschenbrenner - May 03, 2014 at 05:49 PM

“

My thoughts are with you. I miss Ed coming in the pharmacy or calling on the phone.
He will be deeply missed

Tracy enders - May 03, 2014 at 06:07 AM

“

Pat Conley lit a candle in memory of Edward Chester Krawze

Pat Conley - May 02, 2014 at 09:00 PM

“

Our sympathies sent to Ed Krawze Family. Perhaps they are not stars, but rather,
openings in heaven where the love of your lost ones pour through and shine down
upon you to let you know they are happy. God Bless.

Mike & Samantha Johnvin - May 02, 2014 at 03:40 PM

